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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

SPECIAL QUARANTINE REGULATIONS FOR FRUIT VESSELS. 

[Department Circular No. 32, 1906, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Treasury Department, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, March 13, 1906. 
To United State* consular officers, masters, and owners of vessels, col- 
lectors of customs, national, State, and, local quarantine officers, and 
others: 

To permit vessels from foreign ports with perishable cargoes of 
fruit to enter southern ports in the United States without detention, 
in accordance with the provisions of the quarantine regulations of 
April 1, 1903, the following special regulations are promulgated and 
will be enforced at the ports of departure and on arrival: 

Regulations to he enforced at foreign, ports suspected of being infected 

with yelloiu fever. 

1. None of the crew shall be allowed to go on land except the cap- 
tain or representative, who shall go only to enter and clear the vessel, 
and only in the daytime. 

2. No one from the shore shall visit the vessel except the quarantine 
officers, customs officers, and agent of the ship. 

3. All laborers who may be taken on the ship for loading purposes 
must have no intercourse with the shore subsequent to their entry 
upon the vessel until their final discharge therefrom. 

4. No intercourse is to be allowed with persons on shore except as 
provided in the preceding paragraphs. All fruit intended for ship- 
ment on vessels lying at docks shall be graded and payment made for 
the same on shore or dock. Such operations should not await the 
arrival of the fruit on shipboard. Fruit brought alongside by small 
boats or lighters shall be graded and necessary payment made over 
ship's side. 
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5. All passengers must embark from the regular ports and must 
have been under the observation of the sanitary inspector of the United 
States for at least live days prior to the departure of the ship, and be 
provided with his certificate to that effect. Where passengers come 
from elevated and noninfectible points in the interior to coast towns 
for embarkation they should not be required to pass the iive-day 
period of observation in the latter places because of possible danger of 
developing malarial or other tropical fevers. They should be required 
to bring a certificate from the United States consul or a reliable physi- 
cian, and the sanitary inspector shall satisfy himself that they have 
been at such elevated and noninfectible interior points for five days 
immediately preceding their arrival at coast towns. 

6. Special attention should be paid to the sanitary condition and 
history of passengers arriving directly or indirectly from the Pacific 
coast towns of Central America. 

1. All outgoing vessels must be provided with a bill of health in 
accordance with the law, and, in addition thereto, certificates in dupli- 
cate, signed by the medical officer attached to the consulate, giving 
the name of the ship, her master, the number of crew, a list of pas- 
sengers, their sanitary condition, their ultimate destination in the 
United States, and stating the health condition of the port and sur- 
rounding country, of the ship and her crew, with any other pertinent 
information; also certifying that the vessel has complied with all the 
requirements of this circular for the port of departure. This certifi- 
cate shall be attached to the bill of health and the duplicate to the 
duplicate bill of health, and shall be the evidence of compliance with 
the above requirements on which the vessel, arriving with a good 
sanitarj 7 history and in good sanitary condition, may be admitted to 
entry without the usual disinfection and detention in quarantine. 
Holds of such vessels should be disinfected with sulphur after dis- 
charge of cargo when deemed necessary. 

Regulation* to be enforced at foreign ports infected with yellow fever. 

8. The foregoing- rules and regulations shall apply also to vessels 
engaged in the fruit trade between foreign ports infected with yellow 
fever, or where yellow fever prevails, and ports of the United States, 
and are the special regulations provided for in paragraph 69, Excep- 
tion B, of the quarantine regulations for domestic ports, April f , 1903. 
Attention is called to the further requirement that these vessels shall 
carry no passengers; and also to the general regulations to be observed 
at all foreign ports where yellow fever prevails with regard to vessels 
leaving for the United States or its dependencies. 

9. The vessel shall not lie where her crew will be exposed to the 
danger of contracting yellow fever, and at ports where the vessels lie 
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at wharves the vessel must be moved into the stream or at least 
200 meters from the wharf before sunset, and not returned to the 
wharf before sunrise the following day, except at ports where previous 
permission has been obtained from the Bureau. 

10. Water tanks, water buckets, and other collections of water about 
the vessel should be guarded in such manner that they shall not become 
breeding places for mosquitoes. The destruction of mosquitoes aboard 
must be insured as far as possible by the simultaneous fumigation — 2 
pounds of sulphur per 1,000 cubic feet, all openings closed for two 
hours — of all compartments which can be so treated without injury to 
the cargo. Pyrethrum powder, taking care to sweep up and destroy 
the mosquitoes, may be substituted in the engine room at the option 
of the medical officer. 

11. The vessel should sail immediately after this fumigation is com- 
pleted. 

12. All baggage should be rigidly inspected and the exclusion of 
mosquitoes assured. 

Note. — While the foregoing are specific regulations for fruit ves- 
sels, it should be borne in mind that they relate only to yellow fever, 
and that in the event of an outbreak of any other quarantinable disease 
at the port of departure, the general quarantine regulations for dis- 
eases other than yellow fever, approved April 1, 1903, should be 
enforced on these fruit vessels. 

Regulations to he enforced at southern ports of the Chitted States. 

13. Fruit vessels plying between United States ports and fruit ports 
where yellow fever is known to exist will not be admitted to entry 
under the provisions of these special regulations until they have been 
not less than five days from the port of departure before being admitted 
to pratique at the quarantine station at the port of arrival. 

11. Fruit vessels without certificates of the United States sanitary 
inspectors at foreign ports and fruit vessels infected with yellow fever 
shall be subject to the general quarantine regulations of the United 
States. Persons exposed to infection in unloading cargo on to lighters 
shall be detained after such exposure, as provided for other persons 
exposed to yellow fever. 

15. Fruit vessels engaged in other business than the fruit trade, 
except carrying passengers as provided and permitted in these regula- 
tions, will not be accorded the special privileges of these regulations. 

16. Any officer of a fruit vessel detected in evading or violating 
these special regulations shall forfeit, for any vessel upon which he 
maj" subsequently be found, or be engaged, any participation in the 
special privileges accorded by these regulations. 

17. Fruit vessels trading with any ports infected with yellow fever 
must carry a competent, qualified physician. 
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18. Fruit vessels arriving with yellow fever on board, or having 
had yellow fever on board during the voyage, shall be placed in quar- 
antine. The personnel shall be removed, with the exception of the 
master, the living apartments thoroughly disinfected, the vessel pro- 
vided with a new crew, sufficient to care for her, and towed to the 
docks for the discharge of cargo. Upon completion of the discharge of 
cargo the holds shall be fumigated with sulphur and the vessel shall 
be towed to the quarantine station to take on her crew before pro- 
ceeding to sea. 

19. This circular supersedes all previous Department circulars 
relating to special quarantine regulations for fruit vessels. 

L. M. Shaw, Secretary. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report from. Norfolk — Improvement in smallpox situation — Summary 

of case*. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports, March 6, as follows: 

There is an improvement in the smallpox situation for Norfolk and 
vicinit3 T . Following is the record of all cases by months: 

October, 1; November, 11; December, 60; January, 204 (44 of these 
occurred in Berkley, which at that time was a separate municipality); 
February, 120. in the county, outside of the city of Norfolk, there 
were 287 cases, while only 23 cases occurred in the neighboring city 
of Portsmouth for the same period. 

The disease has been extremeh T mild in type, no death having 
occurred in the total of 709 cases. 

Report from Vanceboro, Me. — Precautions taken on Canadian border 
to prevent importation of smallpox. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Young reports, March 5, as follows: 
During the week ended March 4, 1906, I inspected 18 passenger 

trains, carrying a total of 1,150 passengers, of whom I vaccinated 35. 
A number of cases of smallpox are believed to exist in and around 

St. John. I am vaccinating all persons from that section who are 

inefficiently protected. 



YEARLY AND MONTHLY. 

California — Los Angeles.— Month of December, 1905. Estimated 
population, 200,000. Total number of deaths, 306, including enteric 
fever 2, measles 1, scarlet fever 1, whooping cough 1, and 76 from 
tuberculosis. 

Month of January, 1906. Total number of deaths, 352, including 
diphtheria 5, enteric fever 3, whooping cough 1, and 73 from tuber- 
culosis. 



